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1o deter birds from claiming such spaces for their nests. Likewise,
sharp, pointed material affixed 10 a roofiine is an attempt {0 deter
wildiife from that location. “Is fascinating to watch the constant
batile between humans and [wildie].” Collier says. “Although it
not native, it nature that's certainly wild.”

Humans carve urban landscapes out of formerly natural,

however, hardly abandoned these settings. Starlings and other
hardy and adaptable species fill an ecological niche in these
structured environments, competing with, and unfortunately
often displacing, native species. The presence of the European

incredibly intelligent, adaptable bird." Indeed, humans bulldoze
their way in, but wildife such as the European starling operates
an ecological equivalent

Teach the Starlings s a remarkable synthesis of science and art,

As an analytical endeavor it informs an audience of an aspect

of the urban environment, those swarms of noisy black birds,

and the environmental impact of such a population. It brings
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Teaching implies imparting knowledge, but the lesson is
erhaps intended for the participating audience rather than the
staring populaton. The projet resemblos a form o pacifst
ctivism, teaching a population to affect change. Teaching a
St o Hisees & Baved ¢ b avloit e Teaching
an idea of ecological consequence to one participant is
potentially a sea change.
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For more informaion regarding Teach the Starings, visit
i toachstariings socilyme.net
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